
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saluti da Roma! C’é sole with the temperature to rise into the 30’s this coming week. I can affirm 
that Rome is open for business post Covid-19, as evidenced by the buzzing sounds of laughter at 
the nearby Trattoria; not to mention the long trail of visitors to Basilicas, the Colosseum and the 
Roman Forum which are all within walking distance of the Pontifical University. Oh, to be a tourist!  

Student Life 

While tourists enjoy the delights of Rome, I continue to live the life of a ‘studentessa’ at the Lateran 
Pontifical University. Lectures for the second semester of Year 1 have just concluded. Exams are 
scheduled for June – my dates are 10, 15 and 22 June. Your prayers are most welcome as I stammer 
my way along with limited Italian for Oral Exams!  

I am looking forward to July and to once again touch the ‘green grass of home’. I return early 
September to Rome to continue the second year of the Advanced Postulators Diploma Course. Our 
second year will not be short on content or challenges; twelve courses, exams, a written fifty-page 
‘testina’ and finally, the defence of a large tome titled Cause dei Santi. All this study is in the service 
of becoming officially recognised as Postulator for our Congregation.  

St Patrick’s Day 

There was a great buzz and energy around the Irish College for the 
celebration of St Patrick’s Day. The last public celebration had been 
March 2019. From the beginning of the day, the Irish College was 
host to many dignitaries religious and representation from Ireland 
by the Junior Minister for State, Mr Tom Byrne, accompanied by his 
wife and the Irish Ambassador to the Holy See, Mr Derek Hannon.  

Also present at the Mass was the recently appointed Irish 
Ambassador to the State of Italy, Ambassador Patricia O’Brien. She 
spoke with deep appreciation of her own education in Wicklow and 
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her deep regard for Women Religious. Before departing, she expressed delight at meeting Irish 
Sisters and that she would very much like to invite us, Women Religious, to join her at the Villa 
Spada, her residence in Rome.  

Villa Spada, Rome 

The invitation duly arrived for 12 May and a group of 
Irish Religious joined the Ambassador at her residence 
at the Villa Spada, located on Via Giacomo, Rome, for 
afternoon tea. It was a most welcome and enjoyable 
change to the world of study, at least for an afternoon!  

We enjoyed a lovely afternoon with a garden tea party 
in the company of the Ambassador and other 
members of staff. For a few hours one felt transported 
from the world of books, lectures and study to the 
world of 
interesting 

conversation, great interaction and listened with 
appreciation to Ambassador Patricia recount the various 
posts and places where she had previously represented 
Ireland.  

During the visit, I was delighted to meet with Siobhán 
Kelly, a member of Ambassador O’Brien’s staff. She 
proudly declared that she was a former past pupil of 
Presentation, Terenure. In my subsequent conversation, I 
listened as she recalled with fondness her memories of Sr 
Claire Grant, Sr Joseph Hanley and Sr Pauline McGaley.  

Book Launch 

On 19 May I was invited to join the Loreto Sisters on the occasion 
of the book launch, Teresa Ball and Loreto Education – Convents and 
the Colonial World 1794-1875. It was an occasion filled with great 
joy and celebration. Professor Deirdre Raftery in the preface 
highlighted how the importance of writing women religious into the 
historical narrative has been recognised over the past few decades by 
scholars.  

 

 

 

Canonization 

A group of priests and some lay people stayed at the Villa Irlanda for the Canonization by Pope 
Francis of ten people, men and women. Among those being Canonized are BI Charles de Foucauld, 

 

 

 



Founder of the Congregation of the Little Brothers of Jesus and the Dutch Carmelite BI Titus 
Brandsma, martyred in Dachau Concentration Camp. Among his many gifts was the ministry of 
journalism and his courage to speak and write the truth. The world now has a canonized saint for 
journalism!  

 

Nano’s Cause? 

People enquire as to what is happening regarding the process for Nano’s Canonization. I visited the 
Congregation for the Cause of Saints some months ago. The response I received to this question is 
il caso di Nano Nagle dorme – the case for Nano Nagle sleeps. It will awaken when we receive news 
of a miracle through her intercession!  

I am reminded of the wonderful occasion for our Congregation on 31 October, 2013 when Pope 
Francis declared Nano Venerable. In this act her life of heroic virtues was publicly recognised and 
we await in hope the next stage of the process – her Beatification.  

This remaining step before Beatification is the approval of a miracle, evidence of the intercessory 
power of Venerable Nano. I invite you to continue the great work that you are doing to promote 
devotion to Venerable Nano and to making her known and loved. This is our ongoing task in the 
process. We await God’s will and desire to use her as His instrument of healing grace, to grant us 
the required miracle, to move forward her case for Beatification and eventually Canonization.  

Do keep up the record-keeping of any ongoing cause in which you may be presently involved. 
Records will be vital in any future investigation. For now, every good wish and I ask you to keep 
me in your prayers. It’s exam time once again!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Irish Religious Working in Rome 



 

After a three year pause due to Covid-19, Presentation 
Learning Centre in Los Angeles was thrilled to welcome 
guests back to our annual fundraiser, a fashion show 
modelled by our sewing students. This year’s theme 
was Mexican fiesta and the decorations, outfits, food 
and entertainment echoed that theme. A mariachi band 
welcomed guests as they browsed through the raffle 
items and purchased tickets. A delicious lunch of 
enchiladas, rice and salad was enjoyed by all. The main 
event, the fashion show, was very impressive as all 
present reacted with awe to the gorgeous handmade 
outfits modelled by the women who created them. We 

look forward to next year’s event, ‘Orient Express’!  

 

 

Presentation Learning Centre Fashion Show 2022 

Submitted by: Sr Jane Bonar 

 

Clockwise from upper left: Sr Jocelyn Quijano, Ms Flo 

Sanfilippo, Srs Rosaleen O’Connell, Annette 

Figueiredo, Mary Moloney 

 



A journey of a lifetime…begins with a single step… 

As I go down memory lane, I can’t believe that I 
completed twenty-five years in Bihar on 16 May 
2022. I have multiple experiences of embarking on 
this journey…I never thought I would survive for 
this long. Yet, at every step of my journey I found 
though I was lonely initially, I was never alone. I 
did experience the strong companionship of the 
Almighty inviting me, calling me, strengthening 
me to move on, not to be stuck to gather the moss 
of self-pity but to draw strength from my inner 
self.  

I have grown very strong in the process; nothing is 
impossible. If something does not work, try 
another way. It works, you find the light…and you begin to move on. During the first three years 
of my life, I was living in an Institution, a mixed community of women and men belonging to four 
different Congregations. However, my job description of teaching social justice and women 
empowerment could only be realised if I was exposed to the ground reality, as I believe my teaching 
should evolve from the struggles of people. Though I am passionate about the urban sector, my 
commitment to the institution did not provide me with the kind of time I would need to address 
their issues.  

I launched into the rural sector of Manor block, visiting 
near to forty villages, walking through the fields; I was 
shocked to witness the harsh reality – the low literacy 
rate. I was challenged with the words Whom shall I 
send? I heard the voice within me saying is it I Lord? 
Twenty-five nonformal centres in twenty-five villages 
began and with a band of twenty-five women and men, 
the programme took off. The entry point into the life of 
rural women of Bihar once again invited me to work 
towards awakening them to their self-discovery, 
contributing to the life of the family. Two schools 
began in a Panchayat house by the end of three years, 
when children had gotten a taste of education. As I 
grappled with the fetters of customs and practices that 
kept women out of the realm of the mainstream, to 

change people’s mindset was the most herculean task.  

While I was in the institution, Navjyoti Niketan, there was always this disturbing fact; how to leave 
this campus ministry and mingle with the reality of the struggles of people. Again, there was 
another call to leave the comfortable, the familiar and throw your net into the deep sea. Something 
that frightened me, but something I had to do, to remain true to that inner voice. The job offers with 
UNICEF, the permission of the then Archbishop, Benedict Osta SJ, being on the Circle Leadership 
Team, all seemed to fall into place as I bade goodbye to Navjyoti Niketan and moved to a simple 
two-roomed accommodation. The first day was harrowing; had I made a mistake, being a person 

Landmarks of Twenty-Five Years 

Submitted by: Sr Dorothy Fernandes 

 

 



who loved the company of others, what was I moving into? Wet pillows every night for a week, but 
the strong invitation from the Catholic community 
supported me. I would recall our late Alice Mulackal, a 
friend of mine who was the Animator in Jiajor and came 
to spend two days with me. No bed, no fridge, no help; 
another opportunity to be the leaven in the dough as I 
worked with women in UNICEF and found yet another 
challenge. From UNICEF to Actionaid the journey was 
awesome, the opportunity to travel the entire state of 
Bihar; cutting across all barriers and beginning to 
understand the dynamics, the nuances of Bihar – both 
the cross and the crown. Challenging patriarchy at every 
step; assertive women is what society deplores. Enough 
was enough…which gave birth to Aashray Abhiyan 
(Shelter Rights). 

Beginnings are very difficult, especially when you are walking alone…when you are different from 
the norm, yet it is what gives me peace of mind. Finding some fine young women and men to join 
me on this journey was not easy. Finances were low, support was minimal, managing to walk, as 
the fire kept burning and to keep going has been the fruit of those very tough times. Tough times 
never last, tough people do. Working for the Right to Shelter was a much-needed priority. The urban 
contributors were living in substandard situations; no water, no washroom, huts made of grass and 
bamboo, it became difficult for me to digest. It was similar to conceiving an idea, going through the 
pangs of birthing anew; focusing on what could be possible of newness. From a table, two chairs, 
mats, a small office space, a young woman and man, we moved ahead; trusting if this is a call from 
God, then it will stand the test of time. Hardships and disappointments never discourage me, the 
strong faith of the insights I received in my quiet times at the end of the day fortified me as I 
encouraged this small band of people. Their good will, commitment and their readiness to pay the 
price has earned us rich awards…I would never want to trade this big gift which I received.  

To realise Right to Shelter, sit-in dharnas, rallies, press 
conferences, seventy-two hours and forty-eight hours 
of fasting created a huge impact on our people. They 
were the ones who journeyed with us, who believed 
that things could change. Our name became known 
and groups who were being harassed approached us, 
and that was fruitful work for us. The right to 
livelihood was another need expressed by our 
people…starving faces, empty stomachs struck a bell 
for us – Right to Food was the need of the hour. 

Using Government schemes, advocating on behalf of 
the people, liaising with the Government exposed us 
to the flaws in the system. Working with officials, the 
bureaucracy, representatives of the people, we have 
explored all possibilities. Recognition does not come 

easily. The very bureaucrats who were challenged, named me to be on the committee for the 
Supreme Court for the shelters of the homeless. This was another responsibility but an opportunity 
to talk with bureaucrats as equals at the same table.  

I have travelled the road less taken. It has not been easy when suspicion, labels and murmurings 
began. To embark on a dream is to be focused, to become deaf, to keep your vision clear, to redefine 
to yourself why I do what I do and I am where I am. To be able to speak with conviction has been 

 

 



my greatest gift. I have heard comments – she is difficult, arrogant; why not say assertive and 
progressive? Using our Congregational documents as a breastplate, the weapon of prayer and holy 
indifference has taken me this far.  

I am indebted to my companions on this journey as we have made a difference to many people in 
Patna, Bihar. My gratitude to various Leadership Teams who struggled to support me, who 
permitted and trusted me, providing the safety and security I enjoyed. My world is large. I have 
learned to embrace all. I do not believe in being a split personality. I speak my truth as I perceive it. 
Being a Presentation activist, I cannot be silent in the face of injustice or atrocities. If I do not speak, 
who will? If not now, then when?  

 

Venerable Nano Nagle belonged to a wealthy family and enjoyed a privileged life. Later on, she 
chose to give away all the luxuries wealth could buy and devoted herself in serving humanity, to 
the extent of going against the Penal Laws of Ireland that forbade Catholic children the right to 
education. Consequently, her dedication and warm heartedness attracted many people towards her 
and they enjoyed her noble mission.  

To date people from different parts of the world are coalescing together and carrying her lantern to 
illuminate the path of those underprivileged lives that are steeped in darkness.  

We, the Friends of Nano in Srinagar, inspired by Nano’s life and legacy, try to contribute our 
services to help society by making use of the best means possible that are available to us.  

We have planned various indoor activities and outreach activities for our students. The purpose of these 
activities are: 

• To inculcate and promote values among our students. 

• To show passion and empathy to each other and especially towards weaker sections of society. 

• To imbibe in the minds of students to value their resources and comforts of life. 

• To teach them to love and show kindness to mother Earth and earthlings.  

One such activity was organised by the FoN group in the month of April, the details of which are 
given below: 

Assistance to the residents of Leper Colony and the underprivileged children, Darul Uloom. 

The fourteen huts built by the British over a century ago at Bahrar, Lalbazaar, which are in a dilapidated 
condition now, house around seventy residents, cured from leprosy, some of whom have families. Life for these 
residents is not easy, not only because of their health but due to inadequate resources to meet their basic needs. 
The students of our school contributed with full enthusiasm in the form of rations, clothing and cleaning 
materials for this noble cause. A group of FoN members along with a few students felt fortunate to be able to 
visit the colony and share some basic utility items with them.  
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Members of the FoN Group who visited these two places share their experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The visit to the centre made me 

reflect on the Hadith of the 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to 

reflect on the less fortunate. 

The leprosy centre made me 

reflect on being more grateful 

to God for his blessings. 

~ Ms Yasmin Muzaffar 

The visit to the Leper Colony made 

me feel more grateful towards life. 

Amidst hardships, the people there 

had the best smiles on their faces. 

Life is not to be taken for granted. 

It was an emotional experience for 

me. I pray to the Almighty to bless 

them with good health.  

~ Mr Omer 

The visit to the Leper Colony and 

Darul Uloom gave me inner peace 

and I pray to God to give me more 

opportunities to serve the 

underprivileged people.  

~ Mr Muneer 

I got an opportunity to visit 

Darul Uloom Kousaria, Harwan 

with the FoN members. It was 

an insightful experience for 

me. I was so sad and went 

through a whirlpool of 

emotions to see those children 

living without their families. 

We were there for a very short 

time but I received immense 

satisfaction by capturing 

invaluable happiness which 

was clearly seen on their 

faces.  

~ Ms Nasreen Bazaz 

 

I visited the Leper Colony with my 

peers. It was quite a touching 

experience as we witnessed the 

pain and struggles faced by the 

residents. As we reached there, 

they were overwhelmed and I 

could personally see the 

happiness in their eyes. 

Encouragement and support from 

the society can help them join the 

mainstream of life.  

~ Ms Rubia Raza 

 

The visit to Darul Uloom gave me inner peace. It made 

me realise that materialistic things cannot give you 

happiness. Happiness lies in small things; when I and 

the other members of the FoN group gifted the kids 

with stationery, the smile on their faces was 

commendable. The visit made me realise that to make 

someone smile is not an easy task and this gave me 

felicity I’ve never known before.  

~ Ms Zeeza 

The visits to these two places, made me value my life. The desire to be wanted and loved could be 

seen in their eyes. Rejection by society adds to their pain. I should be thankful to God for providing 

me all the comforts of life and people around me who really love and care for me. It also gave me 

immense pleasure and peace of mind to see the happiness on their faces by our small act of 

sharing. I pray to God, to help me serve the needy people.  

~ Ms Ishrat 



Greetings from the Communications desk in Monasterevin! 

An Australian theologian, Michelle Jones recently wrote an article about Nano Nagle that was 
published in the Reality magazine of the Redemptorists in Ireland. We can share this beautiful 
article with the kind permission of the publishers – Redemptorist Communications, Ireland. We 
have added this as a resource on our website where it is available to download 
https://pbvm.org/who-we-are/resources/  

Just a reminder that the Nano Nagle Commission created a wonderful resource on the Icon of Nano 
Nagle. This is also available to download on our website under the section for Nano Nagle 
Commission on the ‘Our Story’ tab https://pbvm.org/who-we-are/  

The Sisters in the Newfoundland & Labrador Unit have been busy putting together their submission 
to be included in our ‘Where We Are section’ on the website. If you have not already seen it, click 
https://pbvm.org/who-we-are/structure/canada/ to learn about the history of Presentation 
Sisters in Canada and about some of the amazing ministry work going on in their Unit.  

We are so grateful for all of the stories and updates on ministry work we have received from all 
Units so far. We encourage you to keep sending your updates so we can keep the website current 
and keep everyone up to date on what’s going on in our Presentation Family around the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Communications Desk 
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11 July – World Population Day 

These gaps in access to health rights are unacceptable. Women cannot be alone in this fight. As we mark 
World Population Day, let us pledge to ensure the reproductive health rights of everyone, everywhere.        

—UN Secretary-General António Guterres                         

In this second year of Covid-19, we are suspended in an 
all-between state where parts of the world are emerging 
from the deep recesses of the pandemic while others are 
locked in battle with the coronavirus as access to vaccines 
remains a distant, deadly reality. The pandemic has 
compromised health care systems particularly in the area 
of sexual and reproductive health. It also exposed and 
exacerbated gender-based inequities: gender-based 
violence increased under lockdown, as did the risk of 
child marriage and female genital mutilation as 
programmes to abolish the harmful practices were 
disrupted. Significant numbers of women left the labour 

force – their often low-paying jobs were eliminated. Their caregiving responsibilities for children 
learning remotely or for homebound older people increased – destabilizing their finances, not just 
for now but in the long run. Against this backdrop, many countries are expressing growing concern 
over changing fertility rates. Historically, alarmism over fertility rates has led to abrogation’s of 
human rights. UNFPA advises against reactionary policy responses, which can be extremely 
harmful if they violate rights, health and choices. The agency emphasizes that women must be 
empowered educationally, economically and politically to exercise choice over their bodies and 
fertility.  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-population-day 

15 July – World Youth Skills Day 

In 2014, the United Nations General Assembly declared 
15 July as World Youth Skills Day to celebrate the 
strategic importance of equipping young people with 
skills for employment, decent work and 
entrepreneurship. Since then, World Youth Skills Day 
events have provided a unique opportunity for 
dialogue between young people, technical and 
vocational education and training (TVET) institutions, 
firms, employers’ and workers’ organisations, policy 
makers and development partners. Participants have 

highlighted the ever-increasing significance of skills as the world is embarking on a transition 
towards a sustainable model of development. Education and training are central to the achievement 
of the 2030 Agenda. The vision of the Incheon Declaration: Education 2030 is fully captured by 
Sustainable Development Goal 4 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all. Education 2030 devotes considerable attention to technical and 
vocational skills development, specifically regarding access to affordable quality Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training (TVET); the acquisition of technical and vocational skills for 

Significant International Dates in July 

There are many important dates throughout the month of July that hold both ecumenical and 

humanitarian importance. Read about them here.  

 

 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-population-day


employment, decent work and entrepreneurship; the elimination of gender disparity and ensuring 
access for the vulnerable. In this context, TVET is expected to address the multiple demands of an 
economic, social and environmental nature by helping youth and adults develop the skills they need 
for employment, decent work and entrepreneurship, promoting equitable, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth and supporting transitions to green economies and environmental sustainability.  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-youth-skills-day 

18 July – Nelson Mandela International Day 

It is easy to break down and destroy. The heroes are those who make peace and build.                                     
—Nelson Mandela 

In November 2009 – in recognition of the 
former South African President’s contribution 
to the culture of peace and freedom, UN 
General Assembly declared 18 July ‘Nelson 
Mandela International Day’. Resolution 
A/RES/64/13 recognises Mandela’s values 
and his dedication to the service of humanity 
in conflict resolution; race relations; promotion 
and protection of human rights; reconciliation; 
gender equality and the rights of children and 
other vulnerable groups; the fight against 

poverty; the promotion of social justice. The resolution acknowledges his contribution to the 
struggle for democracy internationally and the promotion of a culture of peace throughout the 
world.  

https://www.un.org/en/events/mandeladay/ 

26 July – Feast Day of Saints Anne and Joachim 

On 26 July we celebrate the feast day of Saints Anne 
and Joachim, who according to tradition were the 
parents of the Virgin Mary. According to the 
Protevangelium of James, Anna and Joachim were 
unable to have a child. Anna prayed to God and 
promised God that if given a child she would 
dedicate it to the Lord’s service. After an angel 
appeared to Anna and Joachim, declaring Anna 
would conceive and bear the most wonderous child, 
Anna gave birth to a daughter, whom they named 

Mary. When Mary was three years old, in fulfilment of her divine promise, they brought Mary to 
the Temple of Jerusalem where they left her to be brought up.  

30 July – World Day Against Trafficking in Persons 

Trafficking in persons is a serious crime and a grave violation of human rights, Every year, 
thousands of men, women and children fall into the hands of traffickers, in their own countries and 
abroad. Almost every country in the world is affected by trafficking, whether as a country of origin, 
transit or destination for victims. UNODC, as guardian of the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organised Crime (UNTOC) and the Protocols thereto, assists States in their efforts to 
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implement the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons (Trafficking in 
Persons Protocol). The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress 
and Punish Trafficking in Persons defines Trafficking in 
Persons as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 
harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat 
or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, 
of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a 
position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of 
payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person 
having control over another person, for the purpose of 
exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, 
the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other 

forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, 
servitude or the removal of organs. The World Day against Trafficking in Persons was proclaimed 
by the United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution A/RES/68/192.  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-human-trafficking-day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep up to date with our Presentation Sisters, Friends of Nano and Associates around the 

world. If you have a story or article you would like to share, please email it to 

communications@pbvm.org 

 

                                                         

Click on the below links to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 

and our website 

 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/end-human-trafficking-day
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https://www.facebook.com/PresentationSistersUnion
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https://www.instagram.com/presentationsistersgeneralate/
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