
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previously I have written one or two articles about the mission in Slovakia for eNews. But this attempt of mine comes 

with close involvement and lived experience of who the people are – the search for the answer is never ending to 

define who the people are– Roma people also known as Romanies. 

As I share about my experience of Rome people, I 

am reminded of an incredible soul, Dr Ambetkar 

the Father of the Indian Constitution who believed 

that justice can only be achieved when people are 

treated equally. He stood for a social system that 

is based on right relations between all people. He 

stood for a religion that is based on universal 

principles of morality applicable to all times, to all 

countries. I feel moved with this sense of justice, 

to be an agent of change, to share in their life 

struggles and my own little ways to alleviate their 

pain.  

Every Roma has suffered different forms of abuse, 

either within the family or in society. A child of 

Roma background can’t mingle with other 

children. They are made to believe that they are 

less than others at the very beginning of their life. 

They suffer this inferiority throughout their 

adulthood. I am sure they have the right to 

warmth, respect and compassion like every one of 

us.  

I cannot deny the fact that time and again I meet good human beings who are non-Roma who possess a heart of 

compassion for these people. They have been a great support through donations to our work but are unable to be 

directly involved in our mission due to the existing system in place and one needs a lot of energy and time because it 

is a slow process.  
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Roma people are different in the sense that what we 

consider to be important in life is not important to them. 

So, I personally feel it is very challenging to walk with them. 

We are trying to build a bridge between the system by 

educating the Roma people at all levels. Covid has slowed 

their progress. We, the Presentation Sisters are trying to 

address the root cause of poverty, educate them for social 

transformation, inclusion and empowerment of women 

and motivate them to improve their competency to meet 

the world that they live in. We also network in 

collaboration with the local government, NGOs and other 

religious congregations.  

The Sisters who worked before me were windows of hope 

for a better life. They have lit the lamp of compassion and 

I am here today to add the oil to keep It burning bright. 

Hopefully we can hand it over to the people who believe 

that the Roma people too deserve a chance to live a 

dignified life like the rest of us. It is a very challenging 

mission in terms of language, weather and culture but we 

need to have patience, perseverance, a constant 

commitment and compromises in order to keep going as 

Nano did with her prayer and commitment. Taking this leap 

of faith is very rewarding and as Jesus says…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 20 November 2021, a performance was held by class 8 to 

celebrate Presentation Day. It was prepared by their teachers, 

Imrana, Naheed and Farzana Daniel (a Friend of Nano).  

The theme was Women’s Empowerment.  It was a motivational 
performance, divided into two parts.  

In the first part, the song expressed the unspeakable horrors, 
trials and tribulations which Pakistani women are facing and 
trying to overcome. In the second, the same women come to 
the realisation of their God given powers, sense of self-worth 

Presentation Convent High School Sargodha, Pakistan 

- Sr Josepha Charles  

 

And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 

mother or wife or children or fields for the sake of My name will receive a 

hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.  

Mathew 19:29 
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and their strengths. Having come to this awareness, each one is trying and promoting: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Her ability to determine her own choices, her right to influence social change her 
herself and other women. 
❖ To make her place in every field of life. The realisation is deepening the abilities 
which can raise the status of women through education, awareness and training. 
❖ Struggling hard to achieve her goals and she is conducting her struggles on the high 
plane of dignity and discipline.  

A day will come when her dreams will come true and she will not be judged by her gender but by 
the content of her character.  

I Rise Lyrics 

Shattered, but I am not broken 
Wounded, but time will heal 

Heavy the load, the cross I bear 
Lonely the road I trod, I dare 

Shaken, but here I stand 
Weary, still I press on 

Long are nights, the tears I cry 
Dark are the days, no sun in the sky, yes 

Yet still I rise 
Never to give up 

Never to give in against all odds 
Yet still I rise 

High above the clouds 
At times I feel low 

Yet still I rise.  
 

Sometimes I am troubled, but not in despair 
Struggling, I make my way through 
Trials, they come to make me strong 

I must endure, I must hold on 
Yet still I rise never to give up 

Never to give in against all odds 
Yet still I rise.  

 
 

 



 
 

My words to these courageous 
and daring women are…. 

Purpose is the reason you 
journey. Passion is the fire that 
lights your way. Good Luck!  

 

 

 

“You like it here, don’t you?” This statement and question were often directed to us, especially to 
the younger members of our community, by our dear Sister, Scholastica Marquart, RIP. It was an 
expression of her own love for her sisters and her delight in being part of this wonderful group of 
women.  

As Mother Nature has once again lovingly blanketed the ground white here in Fargo, it signals one 
year since we transitioned from Sacred Heart Convent/Presentation Center to Riverview Place. 
We’ve decided…Yes, we like it here.  

Signs are undeniable that this has become our forever home. We’ve been absorbed into the gracious 
welcome and accommodations that the staff and residents have extended to us. Their own sense of 
community has wrapped around us. They have helped our hearts to mend. In turn they have 
received an added element, an ‘infusion of the Sisters’ kind. Many are the expressions of welcome 
and joy that we are in their midst.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some residents join us for Morning and Evening Prayer. We join them for Wednesday evening 
Pinochle. We enjoy together the musical entertainments and town hall meetings. We ‘mix up’ at the 
meal tables and even do exuberant visiting in the halls! Some residents welcome that extra arm for 

 

A COMMUNITY within a COMMUNITY 

- Sr Jan Ihli (photo by Sr Josephine Brennan)  

 

 



balance in their walks, or extra conversations at coffeetime. We have a presence on the bus rides to 
doctors’ appointments and outings. Sisters have even given an additional hand in serving and/or 
clearing tables in the wake of staff shortage because of Covid.  

The sharing of stories is mutual and natural. How similar are our experiences and efforts of growing 
old graciously? How important are God and our spiritualities.  

Gradually becoming a part of the home life here has brought a normality back to us. There is again 
a routine, regular prayer times, gatherings for fun and business, days of recollection and sharing of 
screens for zooms and webinars. We have developed modes of communication among ourselves 
and a rhythm of daily life.  

All this, yet the outside world is alive and vibrant to us. We continue to serve on ministry boards, 
cuddle babies at the hospital, do spiritual direction, fix meals for the Gladys Ray Shelter for veterans, 
give music lessons, welcome calls and visitors at the Presentation Partners in Housing Office are 
active in the Presentation Prayer Center, all in Fargo as well as serving as the Director of Catholic 
Charities in the Diocese New Ulm, Minnesota. 

Much to our delight, Riverview Place is providing 

A temporary office space and use of their chapel and social hall for our Prayer Center, our Peace 
and Justice Office, our Associates and our Administrative staff.  

The joining of Sisters living in Riverview Place, the Sisters living in Riversquare and Minnesota help 
us all to experience the flame and commitment of Nano’s vision and spirit. She is no stranger here. 
The books of her life and ministry that lie at the base of her statue at the entrance of the chapel 
circulate constantly.  

A community within a community? It seems three communities. There is no way to escape it. Yet, 
we experience it as one. How can we go wrong when we gather in His Name? Where two or three are 
gathered in my Nane, there am I in the midst of them! How can we not like it!  

The following article was published in the 16 December 2021 edition of Global Sisters Report. The 
article was written by Thomas Scaria. Thomas is a senior journalist based in India who has written 
for the Union of Catholic Asian News since 1991. He also writes for Matters India, a news portal 
that focuses on religious and social issues.  

Catholic nuns are rejoicing in the success of an historic yearlong protest by India’s farmers against federal 
reforms that deregulated crop prices and opened fields to corporate interests. Many hail the farmers’ stand as 
the country’s second freedom movement, the first being Gandhi’s.  

Sr Jyoti Pinto, former superior general of the Bethany Sisters in Mangalore and a social worker, applauded 
the victory of “the longest post-independent struggle in India with the weapon of non-violence.” 

India won independence from the British in 1947 after decades of nonviolent protests led by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Praising the farmers’ perseverance, Pinto told GSR, “It is an indication that democracy is still alive in India.” 

Over the weekend of 11 and 12 December, the farmers began folding up their camps outside Delhi, the nation’s 
capital, after the legislature made good on the federal government’s agreement last month to repeal three 

India’s Farmers Prevail in National Protest 

 

 



controversial 2020 agricultural reforms, drop criminal proceedings against demonstrators and consider 
adopting minimum crop prices.  

Thousands of farmers had camped on the borders of Delhi since 26 November 2020, and more than 700 of 
them died from the effects of extreme heat, cold and Covid-19. A few took their own lives.  

Welcoming the success of “the longest 
and greatest historical protest in the 
entire world,” activist and Presentation 
Sister, Dorothy Fernandes, says 
farmers “have given a loud and clear 
message of what is possible if we are 
united in purpose and not afraid to pay 
the price.” 

Fernandes, the new national secretary 
of the Forum of Religious for Justice and 
Peace, an advocacy group for Catholic 
religious, told GSR that the farmers 
won because of their “clarity of thought 
and meticulous organization of people 
and resources.” 

 

 

The farmers were led by the Samyukta Kisan Morcha, or United Farmers’ Front, a coalition of more than 40 
farmers’ unions formed in November 2020. 

Almost 60% of India’s 1.4 billion population works primarily in agriculture, which represents an estimated 
20% share of the country’s economic output, national statistics state.  

The protests began after the government hastily passed three farm bills claiming to overhaul the country’s 
agricultural sector and benefit the farmers. The farmers, on the other hand, saw the laws as a ploy to turn over 
farmland and markets to corporate interests, undermining their ability to make a living.  

The protests began September 2020 in Punjab in the north and spread to other states in India. As the 
government refused to heed them, the farmers came to the national capital. After their entry was denied, the 
farmers camped at three main entry points to Delhi.  

The government and the farmers had several rounds of futile discussions initially. Meanwhile, members of the 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party and its supporters labelled the farmers anti-nationals funded by overseas Sikh 
secessionist groups.  

The laws also favored corporate control of the production and distribution of the food crops. The traditional 
farmers, especially from Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, opposed them. The protesting farmers attracted 
national and international support for their demonstration. 

The government of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the farmers were sharply at odds for a year. Modi 
November 19 surprised the farmers and others by announcing the repeal of the farm laws while addressing 
the nation. The parliament followed it up a week later by repealing the laws without debate.  

Some state governments announced compensation to the relatives of the farmers who had died on the Delhi 
borders.  

 

Presentation Sister Dorothy Fernandes (at far right in white cap) and 

Catholic nuns offer a song of support to farmers protesting on the border 

of the Indian capital. (Courtesy of Dorothy Fernandes) 



The farmers’ union leaders say they will review the situation on 15 Jan 2022 and relaunch the protest if the 
government fails to keep its promises.  

Fernandes’ forum was among Catholic 
groups that had backed the farmers, 
although official church bodies in India 
stayed away from the stir.  

Fernandes and her forum members came to 
New Delhi to join the farmers. She says the 
farmers’ protest has helped highlight “the 
meaning and understanding of struggle in 
a peaceful democratic manner.” 

She hails their determination and sense of 
purpose, saying, “Even the loss of lives of 
their brothers and sisters did not deter them 
from their goal. Instead, the deaths only 
strengthened them and encouraged them to 
keep going.”  

Presentation Sister, Shalini Mulackal, a 
leading woman theologian in India, also 
joined the farmers on the Delhi borders on 
several occasions, after realizing the farm 
laws were aimed at “changing the way agricultural produce is marketed, sold and stored across the country.” 

She says she is convinced that the main purpose of the farm laws was to benefit a few corporate houses in 
India.  

The farmers’ protest, she says, was against “the injustices embedded in the new farm laws” that would have 
harmed not just the farmers but millions of consumers with big business controlling production and cupply. 

“I look at the farmers’ protest as a sign of hope. They are the only group protesting against the present 
government and their policies, which are anti-poor, anti-minorities and anti-people,” says Mulackal, who 
labelled the dispute a “second independent movement” of India.  

The farmers’ victory has enthused Holy Cross Sister Vijaya Sebastian, a social worker and health care activist 
in a few northern Indian states and a supporter of the farmers’ actions.  

“We have to wait and see if the government keeps its promises. We need the deliverables, not the promises,” 
says Sebastian, who directs the Holy Cross Consortium with nearly 2,000 members in eight provinces in 
India.  

Another supporter is Sr Ajitha Mathew, a social worker who manages a movement of women farmers in the 
northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. The member of the Sisters of the Queen of Apostles welcomes the 
farmers’ victory but remains skeptical about the government keeping its promises.  

“I cheer the farmers’ victory after more than a year of protests in the open, fighting scorching sun and freezing 
winter and the pandemic,” she told GSR.  

Mathew plans to celebrate the victory with her women associates on 23 December which is designated as 
Farmers Day in India.  

 

Catholic nuns join women supporting the farmers’ protests on the 

borders of the Indian capital. (Courtesy of Dorothy Fernandes)  



Sr Jofi Joseph in Kerala, 
southern India, welcomed 
the end of the farmers’ 
protest and called for pro-
farmer legislation. The 
member of the 
Congregation of the 
Mother of Carmel made 
headlines in September 
after the Kerala High 
Court allowed her and 15 
others to kill wild boars 
that destroyed crops. The 
wild beasts are as 
damaging to farmers as 
corporations, she told 
GSR, speaking in 
Malayalam.  

 

 

Priests and brothers also supported the farmers.  

“It is a big victory for the farmers, whatever may be the political compulsions for Prime Minister Modi,” says 
Indian Missionary Society Father Anand Mathew, who had joined the protesting farmers in Delhi with other 
priests and nuns.  

The farmers’ victory “is an inspiration and tremendous encouragement for those of us who are on the path of 
Satyagraha [a form of nonviolent protest, propagated by Mahatma Gandhi],” said the activist priest, who 
organised a series of protests, rallies and meetings on the farmers’ issue in Varanasi, his base in Uttar Pradesh 
state.  

‘We Farm’, a farmers’ movement in Kerala, welcomed the end to the protest but hinted the farmers will wait 
for the actual implementation of government promises.  

Mulackal says the present Indian government’s policies are “diametrically opposed” to the Gospel values.  

“Showing our solidarity with a group that is clearly standing against anti-Kingdom values is the least we can 
do as Christians,” asserts the nun who said she was privileged to spend time with the protesting farmers.  

We are delighted to share that the England Unit’s new website has been launched. The website 
address is www.pbvmengland.co.uk Very well done to the Sisters and all involved in this project.  

You can access the other Unit’s websites from the Congregational website www.pbvm.org on the 
‘Where We Are’ tab. If you click on the country, their information will come up and will show that 
Unit’s website if they have one.   

 

 

Catholic nuns and a priest with Forum for Justice and Peace and some 

members of the Delhi unit of the Conference of Religious India join the 

farmers protesting outside Delhi. (Courtesy of Dorothy Fernandes) 
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1 February – Feast Day of St Brigid 

St Brigid’s Day is linked to the Celtic festival of Imbolc, heralding the end 
to the darkness of Winter with the beginning of Spring, ushering in a new 
season of hope and growth. St Brigid is the only female patron saint of 
Ireland. According to legend, she was the foundress od several 
monasteries of nuns, including that of Kildare, which was famous and 
revered. Traditionally in Ireland, St Brigid’s Crosses are made on this 
day, with people believing that they gave blessings and protection to 
homes and farms where crosses are hung in her honour.  

 

4 February – World Cancer Day 

On 4 February we celebrate World Cancer Day – a day that unites 
people, communities and entire countries. It is a global initiative 
that aims to inspire greater awareness of cancer and action in 
better preventing, detecting and treating the disease. World 
Cancer Day 2022 marks the first year of a new three-year 
campaign centred on the issue of equality. The campaign theme 
‘Close the Care Gap’ recognises the power of knowledge and 
challenges assumptions. This first year of a new three-year 
campaign raises awareness about the lack of equity in cancer care 
and explains the barriers that exist for many people in accessing 

services and receiving the care they need – and how these barriers potentially reduce a person’s 
chance of surviving cancer.  

6 February – International Day of Zero Tolerance for Female Genital Mutilation 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) comprises all procedures that 
involve altering or injuring the female genitalia for non-medical 
reasons and is recognised internationally as a violation of the human 
rights, the health and the integrity of girls and women. Girls who 
undergo FGM face short-term complications such as severe pain, 
shock, excessive bleeding, infections and difficulty in passing urine, 
as well as long term consequences for their sexual and reproductive 
health and mental health. Although primarily concentrated in 30 
countries in Africa and the Middle East, FGM is a universal problem 
and is also practiced in some countries in Asia and Latin America. 
FGM continues to persist amongst immigrant populations living in 

Western Europe, North America, Australia and New Zealand.  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/female-genital-mutilation-day 

 

 

 

Significant International Dates in February 
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8 February – International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking 

The Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace 
and the International Union of Superiors 
General has designated 8 February as an 
annual day of prayer and awareness against 
human trafficking. 8 February is the feast day 
of St Josephine Bakhita, who was kidnapped as 
a child and sold into slavery in Sudan and 
Italy. Once Josephine was freed, she became a 
Canossian nun and dedicated her life to 
sharing her testament of deliverance from 
slavery and comforting the poor and suffering. 
She was declared a Saint in 2000. On 8 

February, Catholics all over the world are encouraged to host or attend prayer services to create 
greater awareness about this phenomenon. Through prayer, we not only reflect on the experiences 
of those that have suffered through this affront to human dignity, but also comfort, strengthen and 
help empower others.  

11 February – International Day of Women and Girls in Science 

Science and gender equality are both vial for the 
achievement of the internationally agreed 
development goals, including the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development. Over the past decades, the 
global community has made a lot of effort in 
inspiring and engaging women and girls in science. 
Yet women and girls continue to be excluded from 
participating fully in science. In order to achieve full 
and equal access to and participation in science for 
women and girls and further achieve gender 
equality and the empowerment of women and girls, 
the United Nations General Assembly declared 11 

February as the International Day of Women and Girls in Science.  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/women-and-girls-in-science-day/ 

20 February – World Day of Social Justice 

The digital economy is transforming the world of work. 
Over the past decade, expansion in broadband 
connectivity, cloud computing and data have led to the 
proliferation of digital platforms, which have penetrated 
several sectors of the economy and societies. Since early 
2020, the consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic have 
led to remote working arrangements and allowed for the 
continuation of many business activities, further 
reinforcing the growth and impact of the digital 
economy. The crisis has also laid bare and exacerbated 

the growing digital divide within, between and across developed and developing countries, 
particularly in terms of the availability, affordability and use of information ICTs and access to the 
internet, deepening existing inequalities. While digital labour platforms provide workers with 
income-generating opportunities and benefits from flexible working arrangements, including for 
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women, persons with disabilities, young people and migrant workers, they also present some 
challenges. For workers, these relate to the regularity of work and income, their rights to fair 
working conditions, social protection and adequate standard of living, skills, utilization and the 
right to form or join trade unions. Consequences of the Covid-19 pandemic are exposing the risks 
and inequalities of workers engaged in location-based platforms.  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/social-justice-day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keep up to date with our Presentation Sisters, Friends of Nano and Associates around the 

world. If you have a story or article you would like to share, please email it to 

communications@pbvm.org 

 

                                                         

Click on the below links to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 

our website 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/social-justice-day
mailto:communications@pbvm.org
https://www.facebook.com/PresentationSistersUnion
https://twitter.com/Pres_Sisters
https://www.instagram.com/presentationsistersgeneralate/
https://pbvm.org/

